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On Dec. 29, Fernando Collor de Mello resigned as President of Brazil, only minutes after the Senate
began trial proceedings against him on corruption charges. The trial was expected to result in
Collor's impeachment. The resignation ends eight months of political turmoil in Brazil and leaves
former vice president Itamar Franco as constitutional President (for most recent coverage of the
corruption scandal and impeachment proceedings see NotiSur 12/08/92.) Franco, sworn in three
hours after Collor's resignation, will serve out Collor's term which ends in January 1995. In a letter
to the Senate, Collor wrote, "I herewith notify you that at this date and through this document I
resign the office of President of the Republic to which I was elected." Following receipt of the letter,
the Senate adjourned to permit the Chamber of Deputies to accept the resignation. However, the
Senate later reconvened and voted 73 to 8 to continue the trial. Several senators expressed a desire
to see Collor not only removed from office but also prohibited from holding elected office for the
next eight years, a measure which could only be imposed by way of a conviction in the Senate.
The Senate impeachment trial was originally scheduled for Dec. 22 but was postponed after Collor
rejected his appointed defense lawyer. Collor had repeatedly refused to resign and attempted to
obstruct and delay the impeachment process through a variety of measures. By resigning, Collor
gave up his political immunity making it likely he will be tried on criminal charges that could lead
to fines or possible imprisonment. His wife, Rosane Malta de Collor, former campaign treasurer
Paulo Cesar Farias, and other former members of his government also face criminal charges. After
almost 15 hours of deliberation, at 4:30 a.m. Dec. 30 the Senate voted 76 to 3 to convict Collor on
charges of official misconduct, thus rescinding Collor's right to hold political office for eight years.
The day after his resignation, in a televised broadcast Collor lashed out at his political opponents,
defended his government and promised to appeal his conviction to the Supreme Court. Collor
called his enemies "new coup mongers of the left and old right-wing nonconformists" and vowed
to remain in the country to defend his policies. "I have not stopped the fight" he said. He called
the impeachment process a "summary execution" and said, "I have been publicly lynched." In his
inaugural address the same day, Franco criticized the Collor administration for allowing the income
of Brazil's poorest citizens to decline by more than 10% during the last 30 months and promised
that his government would seek to redress poverty. While promising that Brazil would honor its
international debt commitments, Franco criticized the country's business sector (for additional
coverage of controversy surrounding Franco's proposed economic policies, see Chronicle of Latin
American Economic Affairs 01/07/93.) "We are looking for enlightened businessmen who consider
business as an instrument for social progress, not as a mere source of profit," he declared. "We
don't want among us those who practice jungle capitalism, predators who oppress us and dissipate
fortunes." (Sources: Spanish news service EFE, 12/22/92; Agence France-Presse, 12/22/92, 12/31/92;
The New York Times, 12/30/92, 12/31/92)
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